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The  Prophet  Joseph.  Smith 

npHE  Lord  revealed  to  an  ancient  prophet  "A  choice  seer  will  I  raise  up 
-*-  out  of  the  fruit  of  thy  loins;  and  he  shall  be  esteemed  highly  among 
the  fruit  of  thy  loins.  And  unto  him  will  I  give  commandment  that  he 
shall  do  a  work  for  the  fruit  of  thy  loins,  his  brethren,  which  shall  be  of 
great  worth  unto  them,  even  to  the  bringing  of  them  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  covenants  which  I  have  made  with  thy  fathers. 

"And  I  will  give  unto  him  a  commandment  that  he  shall  do  none  other 
work,  save  the  work  which  I  shall  command  him.  And  I  will  make  him 
great  in  mine  eyes;  for  he  shall  do  my  work  .  .  . 

"But  a  seer  will  I  raise  up  out  of  the  fruit  of  thy  loins;  and  unto  him 
will  I  give  power  to  bring  forth  my  word  unto  the  seed  of  thy  loins  — 
and  not  to  the  bringing  forth  my  word  only,  saith  the  Lord,  but  to  the  con- 
vincing them  of  my  word,  which  shall  have  already  gone  forth  among 
them."'    (2  Nephi  3:7-11) 

Latter-day  Saints  throughout  the  world  witness  that  Joseph  Smith  is  a 
prophet  and  a  Seer. 

"Joseph  Smith,  the  Prophet  and  Seer  of  the  Lord,  has  done  more,  save 
Jesus  only,  for  the  salvation  of  men  in  this  world,  than  any  other  man  that 
ever  lived  in,  it.  In  the  short  space  of  twenty  years,  he  has  brought  forth 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  which  he  translated  by  the  gift  and  power  of  God, 
and  has  been  the  means  of  publishing  it  on  two  continents;  has  sent  the 
fulness  of  the  everlasting  gospel,  which  it  contained,  to  the  four  quarters 
of  the  earth;  has  brought  forth  the  revelations  and  commandments  which 
compose  this  book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  and  many  other  wise  docu- 
ments and  instructions  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of  men;  gathered 
many  thousands  of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  founded  a  great  city,  and  left 
a  fame  and  name  that  cannot  be  slain.  He  lived  great,  and  he  died  great  in 
the  eyes  of  God  and  his  people;  and  like  most  of  the  Lord's  anointed  in 
ancient  times,  has  sealed  his  mission  and  his  works  with  his  own  blood: 
and  so  has  his  brother  Hyrum.  In  life  they  were  not  divided,  and  in  death 
they  were   not  separated!"   (Doctrine  and  Covenants   135:3) 

One  hundred  and  twenty-two  years  have  passed  since  the  tragic  day 
of  June  27,  1844.  The  greatness  of  the  prophet  increases  through  the  years. 
May  we  as  members  of  the  church  ever  be  mindful  of  the  sacrifice  of  the 
prophet   Joseph  and   his   brother  Hyrum   for  the  cause  of  truth. 

Joseph  Smith  and  his  brother  Hyrum  were  imprisoned  under  false 
charges  in  Carthage,  Illinois.  There,  while  awaiting  trial  under  the  guaran- 
teed protection  of  the  state,  they  were  shot  and  killed  June  27,  1844,  by 
an  armed  mob  with  painted  faces. 

By  hundreds  of  thousands  in  many  lands  Joseph  Smith  is  today  held  in 
remembrance  as  a  prophet  of  God.  The  virtues  and  achievements  of  his 
followers  stand  as  a  monument  to  his  divine  calling.  The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  has  a  foundation  in  the  revelations  he  received, 
the  sacred  truths  he  taught,  and  the  authority  of  the  Priesthood  restored 
through  him. 

Sincerely. 

President  and  Sister  J.  Golden  Snow 
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Why  Marry 

within  the 

Church  ? 

by  President  Hu^h  B.  Brown 


The  following  article  is  reprinted  from  the  February,  1964  issue  of 
the  Improvement  Era  with  the  permission  of  the  Era  and  from  President 
Brown. 

BE  ye  not  unequally  yoked  together  with  unbelievers.*'  (2  Cor. 
6:14). 

Some  of  our  young  people,  and  others,  have  wondered  if  The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is  peculiar  or  unique  in  its  in- 
sistence that  its  members  should  marry  within  the  Church.  It  may  be  in- 
teresting to  some  to  know  tnat  leaders  of  other  churches  have,  down 
through  the  ages,  counseled  their  members  to  marry  within  their  own 
faith. 

Catholic.  Protestant,  and  Jewish  leaders  in  all  nations  agree  that  inter- 
faith  marriages  frequently  end  in  separation  or  divorce.  Several  national 
studies  have  been  made  on  this  important  question,  and  they  show  that 
the  chances  of  divorce  and  separation  are  two  and  one-half  times  greater 
in  inter-faith  marriages  than  where  the  partners  are  of  the  same  faith. 
These  studies  further  show  that  even  where  such  marriages  do  not  break- 
up in  divorce  or  separation,  the  difference  in  religious  opinions  and  con- 
victions is  at  the  root  of  much  unhappiness. 

If  either  one  or  both  parties  to  such  marriages  are  sincere  in  their 
religious  convictions,  there  is  sure  to  come  a  time,  especially  after  children 
come  into  the  home,  when  one  or  the  other  must  yield,  unless  both  are 
willing  to  give  up  religious  practices  altogether.  If  they  choose  the  latter 
alternative,  it  means  their  children  will  be  brought  up  without  any  kind 
of  church  attachment. 

Reliable  statistics  show  that  where  both  parents  were  Catholic,  ninety- 
two  percent  of  their  sons  remain  Catholic.  Where  both  parents  were 
Protestant,  sixty  eight  percent  of  their  sons  were  practising  Protestants, 
but  where  one  parent  was  Catholic  and  the  other  Protestant,  only  thirty- 
four  percent  of  the  children  were  practising  members  of  either  faith.  There 
are  so  many  adjustments  to  be  made  in  the  average  marriages  that  it  is 
unwise  to  start  out  with  fundamental  differences;  and  differences  in  reli- 
gion are  fundamental. 

Young  people,  during  their  courtship,  may  feel  that  their  emotional 
harmony  will  make  their  differing  faiths  unimportant,  but  this  does  not 
prove  to  be  true  in  actual  experience.  It  is  not  difficult  to  maintain  friend- 
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ships  across  the  barriers  of  religion,  but  successful  marriage  calls  for 
mental,  emotional,  and  spiritual  unity,  without  which  complete  and  satis- 
tory  union  between  husband  and  wife  is  unattainable.  Where  spiritual  unity 
pervades  all  phases  of  married  life,  other  differences  become  insignificant. 
But  antagonistic  church  allegiance  is  like  a  flaw  in  a  building  which  ex- 
tends from  the  foundation  to  the  roof. 

Divisive  disputes  caused  by  religious  differences  generally  result  in 
conflicts  in  a  wider  area  than  that  of  specific  religious  belief  and  obser- 
vance. Even  if  for  the  sake  of  harmony,  the  parties  agree  to  become  in- 
active in  any  church,  still  the  carry-over  of  their  early  religious  training. 
the  cultural  patterns  and  personal  values  will  aggravate  and  complicate 
the  problems  of  day-to-day  living. 

In  Orthodox  Judaism  there  is  detailed  regulation  in  daily  living.  Cath- 
olicism requires  submission  to  the  authority  of  the  church,  while  Protes- 
tantism generally  stresses  individual  freedom.  Most  young  people  raised 
in  any  one  of  these  religious  groups  are  deeply  affected  by  their  early  train- 
ing, and  if  they  marry  into  different  faiths  and  undertake  to  raise  a  family, 
their  fundamental  problems  are  vastly  increased. 

In  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  there  are  many 
additional,  fundamental  reasons  for  marrying  within  the  Church.  Its 
members  believe  that  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  has  been  restored,  that  they 
have  a  divine  commission  to  live  its  principles  and  teach  its  doctrines  and 
way  of  life,  therefore,  they  cannot  compromise  without  being  untrue  to 
themselves  and  to  their  children.  Adherence  to  its  principles  and  doctrines 
is  incumbent  by  divine  revelation  upon  all  its  members,  and  they  who 
accept  such  revelation  are  anxious  that  their  children  shall  be  taught  its 
principles  and  live  according  to  its  standards.  Some  of  the  teachings  of 
the  Church  are,  by  other  people,  looked  upon  as  unusual  and  extreme.  A 
young  man  or  woman  may,  for  a  time,  tolerate  in  his  mate  practices  and 
indulgences  which  are  forbidden,  but  the  Latter-Day  Saint  boy  or  girl  who 
marries  out  of  the  Church  must  expect  the  question  to  arise  and  become 
more  vital  as  children  come  into  the  home.  No  true  Latter-day  Saint  would 
wish  to  have  his  children  leave  the  Church,  sacrifice  its  blessings,  or  be 
raised  in  another  faith.  By  the  same  token,  the  other  spouse  generally  would 
not  wish  to  have  the  children  raised  in  our  Church,  and  here  they  join 
issue;  here  there  is  a  conflict  of  loyalties  and  a  parting  of  the  ways.  Again 
we  say,  religion,  if  sincere,  is  fundamental,  and  wisdom  would  suggest  in 
the  interest  of  peace  and  happiness  that  not  only  Latter-day  Saints,  but 
men  and  women  of  other  faiths,  should  marry  members  of  their  own 
church. 

There  is,  of  course,  the  additional  incentive  for  LDS  members  to  marry 
within  the  Church,  and  that  is  that  only  worthy  members  of  the  Church 
may  be  married  in  the  temple.  Temple  marriage  is  for  time  and  eternity 
and  children  born  to  parents  who  were  married  in  the  temple  belong  to  the 
parents  forever.  Let  young  men  and  women  consider  before  they  marry  out 
of  the  Church  whether  they  will  be  willing  to  lose  their  children,  either 
here  or  hereafter  or  both,  rather  than  overcome  and  reject  juvenile  infatua- 
tion. They  who  marry  out  of  the  Church  and  therefore  out  of  the  temple 
should  consider  the  permanence  of  the  separation  agreed  to  in  the  civil 
marriage  ceremony,  which  concludes  with  the  saddening  phrase,  "Until 
death  do  you  part."  There  are,  in  all  communities,  eligible  young  men 
and  women  within  the  Church,  and  caution  should  suggest  to  all  that  they 
consider  well  the  probable,  and  in  some  respects  inevitable,  consequences 
of  marrying  out  of  the  Church. 

Each  one  should  try  to  imagine  himself  adjusting  to  the  problem  of 
seeing  his  or  her  child  reared  in  another  faith,  or  see  the  child  form 
friendships  or  accept  values  and  standards  which  are  contrary  to  his  or  her 
child  reared  in  another  faith,  or  see  the  child  form  friendships  or  accept 
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values  and  standards  which  arc  contrary  to  his  own  early  training  and 
deep  convictions.  There  can  be  no  warm  family  fellowship  enjoyed  when 
the  parents,  and  later  the  children,  differ  on  such  essential  matters.  Further- 
more, children,  raised  under  such  conditions  will  themselves  be  inclined 
to  minimize  or  disregard  the  importance  of  religion  when  in  turn  they 
may  be  seeking  companions. 

Thoughtful  young  people  should,  before  they  start  dating,  avoid  the 
danger  of  entanglements  and  date  only  those  who  are  of  their  own  faith. 
All  experienced  counselors  know  that  religious  differences  are  among  the 
root  causes  of  incompatibility   and  unhappiness. 

Some  young  people  marry  non-members  in  the  hope  that  they  may  be 
converted  and  join  the  Church  after  marriage.  It  is  much  wiser  to  settle 
that  question  before  marriage,  and  if  neither  one  nor  the  other  wishes  to 
join  the  Church  to  which  his  fiance  belongs,  a  broken  engagement  is  much 
better  than  broken  hearts  and  a  broken  home  after  the  marriage  ceremony. 
Young  men  and  women,  thinking  of  marriage,  look  forward  hopefully  to 
building  peaceful,  love-filled  homes  and  raising  happy,  united  families.  If 
they  talk  to  any  wise  marriage  counsellor,  or  the  leader  of  their  own 
church  or  the  minister  of  their  proposed  companion,  they  will  almost 
invariably  be  advised  to  choose  life  partners  whose  faith  and  spiritual 
background  is  the  same  as  their  own. 

There  are  enough  built-in  hazards  in  this  venture  without  deliberately 
starting  out  with  a  fundamental  difference.  The  late  President  Joseph  F. 
Smith,  one  of  the  wisest  and  most  revered  of  fathers,  said  in  a  genera\ 
conference  of  the  Church: 

".  .  .  Some  people  feel  that  it  does  not  make  very  much  difference 
whether  a  girl  marries  a  man  in  the  Church,  full  of  the  faith  of  the  gospel, 
or  an  unbeliever.  Some  of  our  young  people  have  married  outside  the 
Church,  but  very  few  of  those  who  have  done  it  have  failed  to  come  to 
grief.  I  would  like  to  see  Latter-day  Saint  women  marry  Latter-day  Saint 
men;  and  let  Methodists  marry  Methodists.  Catholics  marry  Catholics,  and 
Presbyterians  marry  Presbyterians,  and  so  on  to  the  limit.  Let  them  keep 
within  the  pale  of  their  own  faith  and  church,  and  marry  and  inter-marry 
there,  and  let  the  Latter-day  Saints  do  the  same  thing  in  their  Church:.  .  ." 
(Oct.  CR    1909.  pp.   5,  6.) 

We  receive  many  letters  from  people  who  face  divorce  and  its  atten- 
dant evils  as  a  direct  consequence  of  their  having  disregarded  the  above 
counsel.  The  following  is  typical: 
"Dear  Elder:" 

"As  I  listened  to  your  address  today,  I  wished,  so  deep  in  my  heart, 
that  I  had  listened  to  similar  advice  ten,  years  ago.  At  the  age  of  22  I 
married  a  Non-Mormon.  I  had  dated  good  Mormon  boys.  but.  although 
I  had  respect  for  them,  they  had  failed  to  'sweep  me  off  my  feet'  .  .  .  The 
time  has  come  when  my  duty  is  first  to  my  children.  We  can  no  longer 
spend  our  Sundays  hunting  or  visiting.  My  children  need  to  go  to  church. 
My  husband  is  willing  that  I  should  take  them,  but  I  must  go  alone.  We  are 
separated  in  the  one  thing  that  could  bring  us  the  most  joy  —  worshipping 
as  a  family. 

"I  can  see  my  marriage  slowly  slipping  away  from  me.  Our  central  in- 
terests are  different.  He  likes  dogs  and  sports,  mine  must  be  church  and 
children.  I  must  take  the  children  slowly  to  me  and  away  from  him.  We 
have  no  common  ground  on  which  to  meet  in  time  of  trial  and  need. 
Couples  who  cannot  pray  together,  can  seldom  talk  to  each  other.  The 
loneliness  I  feel  these  days  is  almost  more  than  I  can  bear.  The  worst  part 
of  the  whole  situation  is  the  conflicts  with  yourself,  knowing  that  your 
duty  is  to  the  children  and  the  church,  and  yet  wanting  the  companionship 
of  your  husband.  I  sincerely  hope  you  will  continue  to  impress  these  im- 
portant facts  on  our  youth.  I  don't  believe  this  subject  can  be  stressed  too 
much  to  our  young  boys  and  girls.  My  God  be  with  me,  that  I  may 
find  a  solution  to  my  problem.  I  sincerely  hope  He  can  help  me  do  the  best 
with  the  mistake  I  have  made."  (Continued    on   page   166) 
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INLEIPINGSARTIKEL 

'N   TRADISIE 

Deur  Ouderling  Douglas  P.  Ridge 

DIE  evangelie  maak  mense  broers,  en  as  'n.  mens  'n  goeie  erfenis  of 
tradisie  het,  dan  is  dit  ook  die  erfnis  en  tradisie  van  sy  broer.  Dus  is 
dit  'n  groot  blydskap  vir  'n  Engelse  heilige  om  met  sy  Afrikaanse  broer  in 
die  Afrikaanse  taal  te  sing.  Dit  is  ook  'n  groot  blydskap  om  horn  in  Afri- 
kaans te  hoor  preek  en  bid.  Dit  is  'n  groot  blydskap  omdat  dit  getuig  dat 
die  evangelie  enige  moeilikheid  kan  oorwin  en  mense  ware  broers  maak. 

'n  Honderd  jaar  gelede  is  Afrikaans  nie  as  'n  taal  erken  nie.  Ampte- 
lik  was  daar  net  Hollands  en  Engels.  Maar  die  taal  wat  'n  moeder  aan  haar 
kleintjies  geleer  het,  was  nie  presies  Hollands  nie.  Toe  die  boere  vergader 
en  oor  die  weer  gekla  het,  was  dit  ook  nie  presies  Hollands  wat  hulle  ge- 
praat  het  nie.  Die  taal  van  die  moeder  en  die  taal  van  die  boere  was  een- 
voudig,  en  sover  dit  die  boerdery  en  die  kombuis  aangaan,  bring  dit  'n 
mens  oor  die  bult. 

Maar  Afrikaans  het   nog  nie  volwassenheid   bereik  nie.  'n  Volk  moes 
eers  gebore  word. 

Die  mense  wat  die  taal  van  die  boerdery  en  die  kombuis  gepraat  het, 
het  na  vryheid  verlang.  Daar  was  'n  nuwe  land  oorkant  die  Drakensberge 
■ —  'n  goeie  land  waar  'n  mens  asem  kan  haal  en  waar  'n  mens  mag  glo 
wat  hy  wil.  Die  Trek  het  begin. 

Die  Voortrekkers  het  gevind  dat  Hollands  te  veel  ,het'-woorde  het,  en 
'n  mens  het  hulle  nie  nodig  om  „dis  droog"  of  „dit  gaan  reen"  of  „ons 
dank  U  vir  die  kos"  te  se  nie.  In  die  bladsye  van  Die  Patriot  het  moedige 
mense  gese,  „Ons  is  'n  volk  en  ons  behoort  trots  daarop  te  wees.  Ons  het 
ook  'n  taal  waarop  ons  trots  behoort  te  wees."  Amper  op  sigself  het  S.  J. 
du  Toit  en  sy  genootskap  'n  taal  van  die  boere  se  geselsery  gemaak.  Hulle 
het  'n  grammatika  opgerig,  spelreels  opgestel,  'n  woordeboek  saamgestel,  en 
die  begin  van  'n  letterkunde  geskryf. 

Maar  die  horison  was  donker  met  wolke  van  moeilikheid.  Twee  Vry- 
heidsoorloe  moes  geveg  word  vorodat  die  land  se  twee  volke  hulle  van 
haat  kon  bevry.  Die  oorloe  het  verbygegaan  en  hoop  vir  vrede  en  broeder- 
skap  het  hulle  geleidelik  opgebeur  en  amper  een  volk  gemaak. 

Die  Afrikaanse  taal  het  weer  begin  groei.  Eugene  Marais  het  „Winter- 
nag"  geskryf  en  bewys  dat  Afrikaans  skoon  kon  wees.  A.  G.  Visser  het 
die  Afrikaner  geleer  om  vir  homself  te  lag.  N.  P.  van  Wyk  Louw  het  bewys 
dat  Afrikaans  die  universele  vrae  kan  vra.  Nou  is  Afrikaans  werklik  'n 
taal. 

Hierdie  geskiedenis  van  die  Afrikaanse  taal  is  'n  waardevolle  deel  van 
die  tradisie  en  erfenis  van  Suid-Afrika.  Almal  kan  tog  leer  van  die  wat 
Afrikaans  'n  taal  gemaak  het;  hulle  aanhouding,  volharding  en  liefde  vir 
hulle  volk  en  land  is  'n  voorbeeld  vir  almal. 

Maar  'n  tradisie  is  net  soos  'n  fondament.  Dit  is  iets  waarop  'n  mens 
moet  bou,  nie  iets  waarop  'n  mens  moet  sit  nie.  Alexander  die  Groote  het 
Aristoteles  gevra,  „Wie  is  groter,  eg  of  my  vader?"  Aristoteles  het  geant- 
woord,  ,,U  vader  is  groter,  want  sy  seun  is  groter  as  hy."  Die  Voortrekkers 
het  'n  groot  tradisie  vir  hulle  afstammelinge  nagelaat,  daarom  is  dit  die 
verantwoordelikheid  van  daardie  afstammelinge  om  groter  as  hul  voor- 
vaders  te  wees.  Die  Voortrekkers  het  na  'n  taal  gestrewe.  Hulle  kinders 
behoort  daarop  trots  te  wees  en  goeie  gebruik  daarvan  te  maak,  maar  geen 
taal  hoort  'n  struikelblok  tussen  broers  te  wees  nie,  want  die  evangelie  is 
waar  in  enige  taal.  Die  Voortrekkers  het  na  vrede  gestrewe.  Hulle  kinders 
hoort  voort  te  bou,  verstandhouding  en  liefde  te  bou  wat  'n  aanhoudende 
vrede  sal  verseker.  Die  Voortrekkers  het  na  vryheid  van  gedagte  gestrewe. 
Hulle  kinders  behoort  daardie  vryheid  te  gebruik.  Hulle  moet  na  die 
waarheid  soek,  en  wanneer  hulle  dit  vind,  moet  hulle  die  moed  he  om 
daaraan  getrou  te  bly. 
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XA  MARVELOUS  WORK' 

IN  the  month  oi  June.  1830.  Samuel  Harrison  Smith  was  set  apart  by 
the  Prophet  to  take  a  missionary  journey  to  the  east."'1  and  the  first 
missionary  journey  undertaken  in  the  New  Dispensation  began.  Samuel 
took  with  him  several  copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  His  first  contract 
was  an  innkeeper  who  called  Samuel  a  liar  and  refused  him  lodging.  Samuel 
slept  under  an  apple  tree  that  night,  but  the  following  day  he  left  a  copy 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon  with  a  Rev.  P.  Greene,  a  Methodist  minister. 
When  Samuel  returned  home,  he  felt  he  had  accomplished  little,  but  Mr. 
Greene  and  his  wife  read  the  Book  of  Mormon,  more  from  curiosit\  than 
desire,  and  were  deeply  impressed.  This  same  copy  of  the  book  was  later 
passed  on  to  the  Young  family,  and  it  was  the  first  contact  that  Brigham 
Young  and  his  brothers  and  some  of  their  friends,  including  Heber  C. 
Kimball,  made  with  the  Restoration  of  the  Gospel. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  the  missionary  programme  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  that  is.  the  beginning  of  missionary 
work  in  the  New  Dispensation.  Missionary  work,  however,  had  a  beginning 
centuries  ago. 

"Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son.  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost  .  .  ."-  This  was  the 
commission  Christ  gave  the  apostles  before  He  ascended  into  heaven. 

The  apostles  went  out  from  city  to  city  and  taught  in  public  places  and 
"from  house  to  house"1  and  preached  Jesus  Christ  and  the  principles  of 
His  gospel.  They  taught  and  baptized  converts  and  organized  branches  of 
the  Church,  until  they  were  martyred  to  the  cause  of  Christ  and  taken  from 
among  men.  With  them  the  spirit  and  power  that  the  Saviour  gave  them 
with  their  commission  were  lost. 

In  1829  the  power  of  the  priesthood  was  restored  to  the  earth,  and 
the  work  of  preaching  Jesus  to  be  the  Christ  and  preaching  His  Gospel  and 
building  up  His  Kingdom  and  Church  began  anew.  Messengers  went  out 
with  the  same  commission  that  Christ  had  given  the  ancient  apostles.  The 
Lord  said  of  this  latter-day  work.  "And  the  voice  of  warning  shall  be  unto 
all  people,  by  the  mouths  of  my  disciples,  whom  I  have  chosen  in  these 
last  days.  And  they  shall  go  forth  and  none  shall  stay  them,  for  I  the  Lord 
have  commanded  them."1 

From  the  time  of  the  call  of  Samuel  Smith,  missionaries  have  been 
called  and  sent  into  every  part  of  the  world  until  today  there  are  12,000 
in  the  field.  They  teach  just  as  the  apostles  of  old.  They  go  from  city  to 
city,  teaching  in  public  and  from  house  to  house,  seeking  those  willing  to 
hear  their  message.  They  teach,  baptize,  and  help  fellowship  new  members. 
Missionaries  today  are  called  for  two  or  two  and  half  years.  They  may  be 
called  to  any  of  the  more  than  70  missions  of  the  Church  throughout  the 
world.  Approximately  half  of  the  missionaries  serve  outside  of  the  United 
States.  They  are  usually  young  people  between  the  ages  of  19  and  25,  and 
they  either  support  themselves  or  receive  their  support  from  relatives  and 
friends. 

In  August  of  1852  a  special  conference  was  held  in  Salt  Lake  City  ana 
a  number  of  missionaries  were  called  to  open  new  missionaries  in  foreign 
lands.  Among  the  missionaries  called  were  Elders  Jesse  Haven,  William 
Walker  and  Leonard  I.  Smith  who  were  assigned  to  proceed  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  and  organize  a  mission.  George  A.  Smith,  the  church  his- 
torian at  the  time,  recorded  the  following:  "The  first  three  meetings  held 
in  Cape  Town  were  broken  up  by  rioters.  Elder  Smith  and  Walker  went 
into  the  country,  where  they  obtained  a  foothold  and  commenced  to 
baptize.  Elder  Haven  remained  and  preached  amid  much  opposition,  and 
raised  up  a  branch  of  the  church."5 
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Today  the  South  African  mission  has  5000  members  and  is  strong  and 
growing.  There  are  both  American  and  South  African  missionaries  serving 
here,  and  a  number  of  young  South  African  saints  have  been  called  u. 
serve  overseas. 

Recently  President  McKay  made  a  new  and  specific  call  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  to  help  with  the  missionary  effort.  He  said: 

"And  that  is  the  message  today.  EVERY  MEMBER  —  a  million  and  a 
half  —  A  MISSIONARY!  I  think  that  is  what  the  Lord  had  in  mind 
when  he  gave  the  great  revelation  on  Church  government  recorded  in 
the  107th  section  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  .  .  .  "Wherefore,  now 
let  every  man  learn  his  duty,  and  to  act  in  the  office  in  which  he  is 
appointed,  in  all  diligence.  He  that  is  slothful  shall  not  be  counted 
worthy  to  stand,  and  he  that  learns  not  his  duty  and  shows  himself 
not  approved  shall  not  be  counted  worthy  to  stand.  Even  so  Amen." 
(D&C   107:99-100) 

As  the  members  of  the  Church  have  caught  the  vision  of  sharing  the 
Gospel  with  their  friends  in  response  to  President  McKay's  call,  the  mis- 
sionary programme  has  become  very  much  more  effective.  The  number  of 
converts  coming  into  the  Church  has  doubled  and  tripled  in  recent  years. 
In  1965  almost  70,000  new  members  entered  the  Church  through  the  waters 
of  baptism. 

In  a  revelation  on  missionary  work  the  Lord  said  to  Joseph  Smith  in 
1829.  "Now  behold,  a  marvelous  work  is  about  to  come  forth  among  the 
children  of  men."  Seldom  has  a  prophecy  been  so  impressively  fulfilled  as 
has  this  one  in  the  growth  and  success  of  the  missionary  programme  of  the 
Church. 

1  Smith,  Joseph  Fielding,  Jr.,  Essentials  in  Church  History,  p,  103. 

2  Mathew  28:19. 

3  Acts  2:46,  20:20. 

4  Doctrine  and  Covenants  1 :4-5. 

5  Roberts,  B.  H..  Comprehensive  History  of  the  Church,  vol.  4,  p.  74. 
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MISSION  NEWS 

Two  More  Missionaries 

"  A  ND  the  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom  shall  be  preached  in  all  the  world, 

■**   for  a  witness  unto  all  nations,  and  then  shall  the  end  come!    It  is 

my  prayer  that  I  may  play  a  small  part  in  the  fulfillment  of  this  prophecy." 

With  these  words  Elder  Neil  P.  Fourie  of  Pretoria's  Deseret  Branch 
prefaced  his  Missionary  Farewell  address.  A  crowded  chapel  consisting 
of  many  friends,  both  within  and  outside  the  branch,  heard  Elder  Fourie 
dedicate  himself  to  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  the  Central  British  Mission. 
All  were  touched  by  the  remarks  of  his  mother  who  recalled  Neil's  first 
visit  to  the  Chapel  in  Pretoria  as  a  non-member.  "He  was  anxious  to  leave 
at  that  time,"  she  observed,  "and  it  seems  like  he  is  even  more  anxious 
to  leave  now." 

President  C.  Kenneth  Powrie  of  the  Transvaal  District  was  joined  by 
Brother  Hilton  Wiblin  in  giving  timely  counsel  to  the  departing  Elder. 
During  the  programme  the  Branch  choir,  Sister  F.  Terblanche  and  Sister 
Christine  Du  Plessis  added  the  perfect  musical  touch  to  an  hour  which 
Elder  Fourie  called  "The  beginning  of  the  best  two  years  of  my  life." 

At  the  same  time  some  forty  miles  away,  in  the  Ramah  Chapel,  the 
same  kind  of  Farewell  Testimonial  was  being  held  in  honour  of  Elder 
Harold  K.  Elliot.  The  Ramah  Second  Branch  paid  tribute  to  Elder  Elliot, 
prior  to  his  departue  to  the  Scottish  Mission,  land  of  his  forefathers,  by 
stating  some  of  his  qualities  of  dependability,  cheerfulness  and  leadership 
ability. 

"May  our  Heavenly  Father  bless  you  as  you  go  about  His  work.  May 
the  Holy  Spirit  guide  your  every  action,  your  every  thought.  May  your 
mission  be  served  with  honour  to  yourself,  your  country  and  your  branch." 
These  were  the  words  uttered  by  President  Derek  Benington  to  the  depart- 
ing Elder. 

Brother  Ben  de  Wet  and  President  K.  B.  Chater  gave  some  very  help- 
ful  advice   and   counsel   in  their  talks.   Brother   and   Sister  Leslie   Elliot, 
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parents  of  the  missionary,  expressed  their  love  and  gratitude  to  the  Lord 
for  blessing  them  with  such  a  fine  son.  The  entire  programme  was  en- 
hanced with  a  piano  solo  by  Anna  Marie  de  Wet  and  a  vocal  solo  by 
Virginia  de  Wet. 

As  the  evening  came  to  a  close,  Elder  Elliot  expressed  his  love  and 
thanks  for  everything  his  parents  and  associates  in  the  church  had  done 
for  him  in   helping  him  become  a  missionary  of  the   Lord. 

'Our  Mormon  Pavilions 

T^XHIBITS  by  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  appeared 
-*-^  for  the  first  time  in  the  Queenstown  Agricultural  Show  and  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Show  of  this  year.  The  Royal  Show  is  in   Pietermaritzburg. 

Elder  Paul  van  Uitert,  Eastern  Cape  District  Leader,  made  arrange- 
ments for  the  exhibition  in  Queenstown.  This  was  the  first  time  anything 
of  the  kind  had  been  attempted  in  South  Africa,  and  it  was  an  outstanding 
success.  The  exhibit  was  one  of  the  most  popular  of  the  show. 

The  missionaries  acted  as  hosts  at  the  exhibit  and  made  a  number  of 
valuable  contacts.  They  handed  out  hundreds  of  pamphlets  and  tracts 
to  people  who  saw  the  exhibit,  and  many  people  received  a  good  im- 
pression of  the  Church  and  its  work. 

Chief  attraction  of  the  Queenstown  exhibit  was  a  "TV"  on  which 
films  about  the  Church  were  shown.  "'The  Morning  Breaks"  and  "They 
Came  Singing,"  two  films  produced  by  the  Church,  told  the  story  of  the 
Church  in  picture,  words,  and  music  to  the  many  who  stopped  to  watch. 

The  "TV"  consisted  of  a  projector,  a  mirror,  and  a  ground  glass 
screen  mounted  in  a  little  booth.  The  projector  threw  the  image  onto  the 
mirror  which  reflected  it  onto  the  back  of  the  screen.  The  picture  was 
viewed  from  the  other  side  of  the  screen. 

Brother  Alfred  Shelver  from  Queenstown  happened  to  be  on  holiday, 
and  helped  the  missionaries  build  the  exhibit  in  one  of  the  commercial 
exhibit  halls  at  the  Show.  His  skill  in  carpentry  proved  invaluable  in 
designing  and  constructing  an  attractive  booth. 

Besides  the  films,  the  booth  also  featured  pictorial  displays  on  the 
History  of  the  Church,  the  Mormon  Church  Worldwide,  and  the  Book  of 
Mormon. 

Elder  Roger  B.  Moore  and  Elder  W.  Reid  Hemming  III,  Assistants 
to  the  Mission  President,  went  to  Queenstown  to  help  prepare  the  booth. 
They  and  the  Queenstown  Elders.  Elders  van  Uitert  and  Elder  Larry  Rigby, 
worked  with  Brother  Shelver  many  hours  to  build  the  exhibit. 


Pictured    in   the   Queenstown   exhibit   are   (left   to   right)   Elder  W.   Reid    Hemming,   President  .1. 

Golden   Snow,   Elder   Paul   D.   van   Uitert.   Sister   Snow,   Sister  Lornel   Clark.   Elder  Roger   B. 

Moore,   and   Elder  Larry   Rigby. 
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Brother      Alfred      Shelvcr      whose      aid      was         Elder     Wayne     Anderson     on     the     right     and 

invaluable      in      constructing     the      exhibit     at         Elder    Larry    Oliver    standing    in    the    Pieter- 

Oueenstown.  marit/burg      exhibit.      Elder       Anderson      and 

Elder   Oliver    were    labouring    in    Pictermaritz- 

burg  at  the  time  of  the  exhibit. 

President  and  Sister  Snow  and  Sister  Lornel  Clark,  the  Mission  Re- 
corder, visited  the  show  on  opening  day.  They  reported  that  they  were 
delighted  with  the  booth  and  with  the  reception  from  the  people  of  the 
Queenstown  area. 

Approximately  80,000  people  visited  Pietermaritzburg"s  Royal  Agri- 
cultural Show,  and  many  of  them  saw  the  "Mormon"  exhibit. 

Pleased  with  the  success  at  Queenstown,  President  Snow  asked  Elder 
Rendell  Pratt,  Natal  District  Leader,  to  arrange  for  an  exhibit  in  Pieter- 
maritzburg's  Royal  Show. 

The  Pietermaritzburg  booth  was  similar  to  the  one  in  Queenstown. 
It  had  the  same  "TV"  device  and  the  same  pictorial  exhibits.  Brother 
Shelver's  carefully  made  letters  spelling  the  name  of  the  Church  in  both 
English  and  Afrikaans  were  again  put  to  use. 

Even  more  stopped  to  look  at  the  films  and  pick  up  tracts  in  Pieter- 
maritzburg than  in  Queenstown.  The  music  of  the  Tabernacle  Choir 
impressed  almost  all  who  passed  by  and  heard  it.  Many  felt  that  it  was 
one  of  the  high  points  of  the  show,  and  many  learned  more  of  the  Church 
and  its  programmes.  The  effect  of  the  show  will  long  be  felt  in  the  Pieter- 
maritzburg area. 

Elder  Wayne  Anderson  and  Elder  David  Oliver,  the  Pietermaritzburg 
missionaries,  worked  with  the  members  of  the  Pietermaritzburg  branch  to 
build  the  booth.  Elder  Reid  Hemming,  Assistant  to  the  Mission  President, 
and  Elder  Douglas  Ridge,  CSM  Associate  Editor,  went  to  Pietermaritz- 
burg from  Johannesburg  to  help  with  the  show.  Elder  Hemming,  with 
his  experience  in  Queenstown,  was  able  to  give  advice  on  how  best  to 
make  the  exhibit  effective. 

Natal  District  President.  R.  Gordon  Willson.  who  has  had  considerable 
experience  in  carpentry,  just  happened  to  be  on  holiday,  just  as  Brother 
Shelver  had  happened  to  be  on  holidav  in  Queenstown.  President  Willson 
and  his  wife  gave  up  several  days  of  their  holiday  to  help  with  the  booth. 
Elder  Hemming  reports  that  without  President  Willson's  aid  the  project 
would  have  been  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 

The  exhibits  in  Queenstown  and  Pietermaritzburg  are  the  first  of 
many.  These  exhibits  have  a  great  effect  for  good,  and  mission  authorities 
plan  to  make  as  much  use  of  them  as  possible.  The  next  one  planned  is 
the  Durban  Daily  News  Exhibition  in  July. 
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New  Officers  Appointed 


rilHREE  new  mission  officers  recently  received  their  appointments.  Elder 
-*-  Wallace  Reid  Hemming  II  and  Elder  Glen  Roy  Richardson  were 
appointed  Assistants  to  the  Mission  President,  and  Elder  Ronald  Melvin 
Burgener  was  appointed  Zone  Leader  of  the  Transvaal  Zone. 

Elder  Hemming  is  representing  the  10th  Ward  of  the  Holladay  Stake, 
Salt  Lake  City.  His  parents  are  Wallace  Reid  Hemming  I  (deceased)  and 
Marion  Louise  Hemming. 

Before  his  call  to  the  mission  field,  Elder  Hemming  graduated  from 
Olympus  High  School  and  served  six  months  in  the  United  States  Coast 
Guard.  He  is  interested  in  sports  and  music,  and  he  was  on  school  teams 
in  several  sports.  He  plans  to  study  medicine  or  dentistry  when  he  returns 
home.  Elder  Hemming  served  in  Zambia,  Bloemfontein,  Port  Elizabeth, 
Llitenhage,  Queenstown,  and  Boksburg  before  his  call  to  serve  as  an 
Assistant. 

Elder  Richardson  represents  the  18th  Ward  of  the  Weber  Stake. 
Ogden,  Utah.  His  parents  are  Wendell  H.  Richardson  (deceased)  and 
Maude  Tilda  Richardson. 

Elder  Richardson  graduated  from  Ogden  High  School  and  attended 
Brigham  Young  University  for  three  and  a  half  years  where  he  was 
majoring  in  business.  He  hopes  to  go  into  industrial  management.  He  is  an 
outstanding  athlete,  holds  a  Golden  Gloves  boxing  championship,  and 
played  in  Brigham  Young  University's  football  team.  He  has  laboured  in 
Mayfair  West,  Vereeniging,  Durban,  Zambia  and  East  Rand  before  being 
called  to  be  an  Assistant. 

The  Assistants  to  the  Mission  President  are  assigned  to  travel  to  all 
parts  of  the  Mission  and  work  with  all  of  the  missionaries.  They  take 
instruction  and  counsel  from  the  Mission  President  and  act  as  his  official 
representatives.  They  also  receive  special  assignments  in  helping  the 
Mission   President  administer  the  missionary  programme. 

Elder  Burgener  represented  the  Orem  20th  Ward  of  the  Orem  West 
Stake,  Orem,  Utah  when  he  first  arrived  in  South  Africa,  but  his  parents 
have  since  moved  to  Las  Vegas,  Nevada.  His  parents  are  Melvin  F. 
Burgener  and  Norma  Jean  Burgener. 

Elder  Burgener  graduated  from  Orem  High  School,  spent  six  months 

(Continued   on    page    166) 
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FEATURE 

A   Century  of  Mormonism 

TI1HE  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is  a  name  perhaps 
-*-  unfamiliar  to  some,  but  the  Mormon  Church,  as  it  is  commonly 
called,  is  known  to  millions  all  over  the  world,  and  is  by  no  means  a 
newcomer  to  South  Africa.'"  So  begins  "A  Century  of  Mormonism  in 
South  Africa.'"  a  filmstrip  recently  produced  by  the  South  African  Mission 
depicting  the  growth  and  progress  of  the  Church  since  the  first  missionaries 
arrived  in  South  Africa  in  April  of  1853. 

Elder  Roger  B.  Moore  was  in  charge  of  the  production,  and  Brother 
Arnold  Vosloo  did  all  of  the  technical  work.  Elder  Dwight  D.  Butt  and 
Elder  Douglas  P.  Ridge  did  the  narration.  The  Photofinishing  was  done 
in  co-operation  with  Dcseret  Enterprises  in  London.  Parts  of  the  script 
and  some  of  the  photographs  are  from  "Mormons  in  Britain"'  and  are  used 
with  courtesy  of  the  British  Mission. 

Elder  Mark  E.  Petersen  is  featured  in  the  film.  He  talks  about  his 
impressions  of  South  Africa  and  explains  the  importance  of  this  land 
and  its  people  to  the  Church. 

Brother  Petersen  is  introduced  by  Councillor  N.  C.  Dames,  former 
Mayor  of  Krugersdorp,  who  was  the  only  civic  official  to  meet  Brother 
Petersen  during  his  brief  visit  here  in  December  1965.  Councillor  Dames 
was  impressed  by  Brother  Petersen's  visit  and  kindly  made  the  following 
introduction  : 

MAYOR    DAMES    —    KRUGERSDORP 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  introduce  Elder  Mark  E.  Petersen,  of  the  Council 
of  the  Twelve  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

I  have  been  most  favourably  impressed  during  the  brief  visit  recently 
by  the  obvious  sincerity  and  glowing  spirituality  of  Brother  Petersen. 

He  is  a  very  genial  personality  and  a  great  asset  to  his  Church  where 
his  outstanding  gifts  of  adminstrative  ability  and  intense  devotion  in  spiri- 
tual endeavour  are  so  vital  in  these  strenuous  and  challenging  times  in 
which  we  live. 

Brother  Petersen's  visit  to  this  country  has  come  at  a  time  which  is 
extremely  opportune  and  we  feel  sure  that  the  impact  of  so  forceful  a 
personality  will  leave  a  lasting  impression  upon  all  those  with  whom  he 
was  able  to  come  in  contact,  both  in  and  beyond  the  borders  of  his 
denomination. 

His  messages  to  his  people  were  not  only  very  inspiring  but  they  were 
also  most  appropriate,  dealing  as  they  did  with  pressing  needs  of  the 
Church  of  today  in  relation  to  the  complexity  of  vexed  questions  and 
varied  social  problems. 

Brother  Petersen  is  an  extremely  interesting  and  indeed  fascinating 
conversationalist  who  is  able  to  draw  on  a  fund  of  general  information 
gleaned  over  the  years  from  many  sources  during  extended  visits  to 
numerous   congregations   of  his  church    in   various   parts  of  the  world. 

He  has  a  profound  knowledge  of  and  a  deep  insight  into  the  present 
chaotic  condition  in  which  the  world  finds  itself  and  he  is  sustained  by 
a  firm  confidence  in  Almighty  God.  believing  as  he  does  that  the  Church 
possesses  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  the  cure  for  the  ills  from  which  humanity 
is  suffering  and  he  is  convinced  that  the  faithfulness  of  the  Church  will 
in  due  course  be  vindicated  and  rewarded. 

The  friendliness  of  our  visitor  is  one  of  his  strongest  and  at  the  same 
time  most  pleasing  characteristics,  winning  its  way  to  the  hearts  of  all 
those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  make  his  acquaintance  during  a  very 
crowded  itinerary  and  an  all  too  brief  stay  in  our  town. 

His  sojourn  amongst   us  and   his  enlightening  addresses  will   long  be 
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remembered  with  gratitude  as  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  year,  and  as 
a  time  of  uplift  and  spiritual  revival  of  the  greatest  importance. 

N.  C.  DAMES,  Mayor  of  Krugersdorp. 
Afer  Councillor  Dames'  introduction  and  Brother  Petersen's  statement 
the  film  strip  continues  with  an  account  of  the  origin  and  rise  of  the 
Church  in  America  and  the  subsequent  beginning  of  its  work  here.  The 
film  tells  of  the  progress  and  present  status  of  the  Church  in  South  Africa. 
There  are  photographs  of  some  of  the  South  African  chapels.  These  chapels 
have  impressed  many  because  they  are  a  sign  of  the  devotion  of  the 
people  who  built  them  and  worship  in  them.  The  statements  of  some  of 
the  mayors  of  communities  where  there  are  chapels  follow. 

MAYOR    VAN    TONDER    —    PRETORIA 

When  the  God-fearing  Voortrekkers  just  over  a  century  ago  moved 
into  the  Apies  River  valley  where  the  City  of  Pretoria  was  to  arise,  vir- 
tually the  first  structure  they  erected  was  a  church  which  stood  on  Church 
Square,  the  central  point  of  what  was  then  a  little  hamlet. 

As  time  marched  on  more  and  more  places  of  worship  were  erected 
to  provide  for  the  spiirtual  needs  of  the  various  religious  groups  of  a 
constantly  growing  community.  In  more  recent  years  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  has  made  its  contribution  to  Pretoria"s  develop- 
ment by  erecting  its  lovely  church  in  Sunnyside. 

Planned  to  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the  Church  life  of  members 
of  the  congregation,  it  is  of  contemporary  design.  It  serves  as  the  meeting 
house  of  Pretoria's  Mormons,  and  adequate  provision  has  been  made  for 
religious  and  cultural  activities. 

The  building  is  indeed  an  acquisition  to  the  administrative  capital 
and  its  features  are  in  keeping  with  the  high  standard  maintained  in 
Pretora's  church  architecture. 

To  the  Pretoria  congregation  I  extend  my  best  wishes  for  its  future. 
The  Mormons  will,  I  am  sure,  continue  to  play,  as  they  have  done  so 
far,  their  roles  in  the  city's  spiritual  and  civic  life. 

B.  M.  VAN  TONDER,  Mayor  of  Pretoria. 

MAYOR    FOURIE    —    VEREENIGING 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  respond  to  the  request  to  say  a  few  words 
about  the  activities  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  in 
this  area. 

I  was  surprised  to  learn  that  the  Church  has  been  established  in  South 
Africa  for  over  112  years,  which  indicates  that  it  meets  an  essential  re- 
quirement. 

We  in  Vereeniging  are  indeed  proud  of  the  lovely  Church  building 
which  has  been  erected  in  our  Town  and  we  are  aware  of  the  fact  that 
members  of  the  congregation  were  actively  engaged  in  voluntary  part  time 
building  operations. 

I  often  passed  the  building  while  it  was  in  course  of  erection  and 
was  greatly  impressed  by  the  devotion  of  these  members  who  laboured 
actively  night  after  night  in  order  to  get  the  building  completed. 

The  members  of  the  congregation  are  worthy  citizens  of  our  Town 
and  it  is  fitting  that  they  should  have  such  an  impressive  place  of  Worship. 

As  Mayor,  I  congratulate  all  concerned  on  their  enterprise  and  trust 
that  the  Church  and  congregation  will  be  blessed  and  will  flourish  in  our 
Town. 

COUNCILLOR  S.  FOURIE.  Mayor  of  Vereeniging. 

MAYOR     DAMES    —     KRUGERSDORP 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  in  Krugersdorp  is 
located  on  a  prominent  hill  in  Monument  Township  overlooking  the 
city.  It's  modern  appearance  and  architectural  lines  reflect  the  progressive 
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attitude  of  the  citizens  of  our  city.  The  building  has  not  only  a  lovely 
chapel  for  public  worship,  but  it  is  also  equipped  with  a  spacious  cultural 
hall  for  cultural  and  recreational  purposes.  The  classroom  block  is  made 
up  of  a  special  room  for  the  Women's  Organization,  an  office  for  the 
Branch    President,   a    kitchen   for  catering,   as  well   as  classrooms. 

The  Church  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  K 85.000.  which.  I  understand, 
was  partly  contributed  by  the  local  members  of  the  Church  with  the 
balance  coming  from  the  overseas  headquarters  of  the  Church.  I  am  told, 
that  many  of  the  local  members  volunteered  their  time  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  the  building. 

The  Ensign  Chapel,  as  the  Latter-day  Saints  call  it.  is  indeed  a  credit 

to  a  growing  Krugersdorp  and  to  the  faith  of  the  people  who  erected  it- 

COUNCILLOR  N.  C.  DAMES.  Mayor  of  Krugersdorp. 

F.  Sturrock,  architect  of  the  Mowbray  chapel,  and  Rocco  C.  de  Villiers. 
Sr..  a  civil  servant  in  the  Cape  Provincial  Administration,  kindly  responded 
to  make  statements  for  the  film  presentation.  Mr.  Sturrock"s  statement 
concerns  the  building  effort  in  Mowbray,  and  Mr.  dc  Villiers*  statement 
concerns  the  youth  programme  of  the  Church.  Unfortunately,  because  of 
technical  difficulties  with  photographs  and  recordings  the  statements  were 
not  included  in  the  film  strip  itself.  The  CSM.  however,  expresses  deep 
appreciation  for  them  on  behalf  of  President  and  Sister  Snow  and  the 
entire  mission  and  proudly  presents  them  here. 

F.    STURROCK    —    MOWBRAY 

It  has  been  a  great  honour  to  play  some  part  in  the  building  of  the 
\hapel  for  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  at  Mowbray, 
Cape. 

In  these  days  of  the  extremely  rapid  growth  of  our  cities  and  the 
extensive  rise  of  enormous  secular  buildings,  it  is  comforting  to  see  the 
towers  and  spires  of  our  churches  also  reaching  to  the  skies  in  increasing 
numbers,  and  to  know  that  the  spiritual  needs  of  our  people  are  not  for- 
gotten in  the  rush  of  present  day  living. 

Now.  more  than  ever  before,  each  of  us,  in  the  midst  of  our  daily 
anxieties,  tensions  and  turmoils  feels  the  need  for  peace,  quiet  and  fellow- 
ship —  the  need   for  a  place   to  think   and  to  worship. 

I  hope  that  this  new  chapel  and  hall  will  be  just  such  a  place  for  many 
years  to  come,  and  that  here  people  may  find  sanctuary  and  fellowship. 

F.  STURROCK,  Architect  for  the  Mowbray  chapel. 

ROCCO    C.    DE    VILLIERS    Sr.    —    CAPE 

1  am  not  sufficiently  conversant  with  the  particulars  of  the  Church's 
programme  for  its  youth  to  venture  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the 
facets  of  this  programme.  The  overall  effect  of  the  youth  programme  is. 
however,  strikingly  clear:  a  closely-knit  group  of  team-spirited  young 
people  is  created  and  this,  in  turn,  presents,  as  I  see  it.  the  opportunity 
for  young  Church  members  to  grow  spiritually  and  to  build  healthy  and 
moral  standards  of  living. 

It  is  evident  that  every  effort  is  made  to  bring  out  the  best  in  the 
young  people,  and  this  "best"  contains  the  ingredients  so  necessary  in  every- 
day living  —  self-confidence  in  addressing  people,  the  development  of 
latent  leadership  qualities  and.  most  important  of  all.  the  build-up  of  a 
moral  fibre  based  on  the  Christian  foundations  set  on  the  upperhand  and 
taught  them  in  their  homes. 

My  final  impression  is  that  the  Church's  youth  programme  is  so  de- 
signed as  to  teach  the  necessity  for  giving  more  time  per  week  to  the 
important  matter  of  their  Christian  belief  therebv  equipping  them  to  face 
and  withstand  the  stresses  of  the  modern-day  living  pattern  with  its  manv 
temptations.  ROCCO  C.  DE  VILLIERS  Sr. 

Civil  Servant,  Cape  Province 
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FROM  PRESIDENTS  DESK 

A   Letter  from,  the  Petersen's 

|^|N  April  25,  1966,  President  and  Sister  Snow  were  very  deeply  honoured 
^-^  to  receive  a  letter  from  Brother  and  Sister  Mark  E.  Petersen  ex- 
pressing their  love  and  thanks  to  the  Saints  of  the  South  African  Mission 
after  their  recent  visit  here.  In  the  letter  post-marked  April  19,  1966, 
Sister  Petersen  wrote,  "Although  it  is  a  long  time  since  we  visited  with 
you,  seldom  a  day  goes  by  that  we  do  not  talk  about  that  wonderful  ex- 
perience; the  high  calibre  of  the  Saints  and  missionaries,  the  beauty  of  the 
country,  and  your  unforgettable  hospitality." 

All  will  remember  the  spiritual  up-lift  and  words  of  advice  and  counsel 
that  the  Petersen's  brought  with  them.  One  of  the  greatest  gifts  received 
from  these  remarkable  people  was  the  aid  in  the  missionary  programmes 
to  help  build  up  the  membership  of  the  Saints  in  this  country. 

In  appreciation  for  the  gifts  that  were  presented  to  them  while  in  the 
country,  Sister  Petersen  goes  on  to  say,  "Our  gorgeous  African  copper  tray 
hangs  on  the  wall  just  inside  the  front  door,  and  is  admired  by  all  who 
enter.  Our  lovely  woollen  blanket  will  do  great  service  next  winter,  and 
perhaps  occasionally  this  year." 

All  can  give  thanks  to  the  Lord  for  allowing  these  humble  servants 
of  His  to  come  to  this  country  and  give  their  personal  testimonies  of  the 
Divinity  of  Jesus  Christ  and  His  marvellous  Gospel. 

In  closing,  Sister  Petersen  wrote,  "Please  give  our  love  to  the  great 
people  of  your  mission  who  endeared  themselves  to  us  during  our  stay 
there."  They  signed  their  letter,  "Affectionately  and  gratefully,  THE 
MARK  PETERSENS". 

S.A.  m  NEWS 


T 


Overseas  Press  Features  SA. 

HE  following   are   printed  from   The  Church   News  published  in  Salt 
Lake  City,   Utah,   and   distributed  throughout  the  world. 


JOHANNESBURG  :  Elders  to  Serve  Abroad 

The  first  Mormon  missionaries  Elder  Gerald  de  Wet,  called  from 
to  leave  South  Africa  as  a  group  Ramah  Second  Branch,  and  Elder 
to  serve  in  foreign  missions  boarded  Alexander  Comrie  from  Pretoria, 
a  jet  aircraft  at  Johannesburg  and  will  serve  in  the  Netherlands  Mis- 
headed  for  London.  sion.     They      are     descendants     of 

While  other  South  African  mis-  early  settlers  who  came  to  South 
sionaries  have  been  called  to  serve  Africa  from  the  Netherlands.  Elder 
in  their  own  country,  it  was  a  Brian  Miller  will  represent  the 
memorable  "first"  when  President  Durban  Branch  in  the  North  Scot- 
David  O.  McKay  called  them  to  tish  Mission,  also  the  land  of  his 
lands     thousands     of     miles     away.  ancestry. 

SALISBURY  :  Priest  in  Africa  Honoured 

Creswell  McTavish,  a  priest  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  of  the  Copper- 
belt  Branch,  in  the  Republic  of  Zambia.  South  Africa,  was  featured  <n 
three  newspapers  as  the  outstanding  star  of  the  Zambian  baseball  team 
playing  in  the  Little  League  International. 

Zambia  lost  the  tournament  to  Rhodesia  in  a  13-11  game.  Creswell  s 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Creswell  McTavish  Sr.,  said  they  were  grateful  for 
their  son's  good  health  and  character  "gained  in  the  Church  to  carry 
with  him  in  his  sporting  activities." 
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S  A    MISSION 


HIGHLIGHTS 

Cumorah's    Message    of    You 

Elder  Dwight  D.  Butt,  Section  Editor 
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SALISBURY 

Holds    Wedding    for    Gvvelo    Couple 

Reported  by  Jean  M.  Bean 

I^OR  the  Salisbury  Branch.  April  has  been  a  month  of  happy  events:  a 
baptism,  a  birth  and  a  wedding. 

The  Saints  gathered  at  the  Chapel  on  Fast  Saturday  to  witness  Brother 
Cieorge  Fisher  baptise  his  daughter  Sandra,  and  were  glad  to  welcome 
Sandra  into  the  Branch  as  a  member  on  her  own  right,  and  to  wish  her 
joy  and  happiness  serving  the  Lord. 

On  April  29.  Brother  Bill  and  Sister  Jenny  Neale  became  the  proud 
parents  of  a  lovely  baby  daughter.  The  love  and  congratulations  of  the 
Branch  are  extended  to  them. 

Saturday.  April  30.  dawned  warm  and  sunny  with  blue  skies  for  the 
wedding  of  Sister  Brenda  Budd  and  her  fiance  John  Alderson,  both  from 
Gwelo.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  President  Alex  Corbett.  and  the 
Chapel  was  filled  to  capacity  with  Saints  and  friends  who  had  come  far 
and  wide  to  wish  the  young  couple  joy.  happiness  and  abiding  love  and 
understanding  in   their   future  together. 

The  catering  for  the  reception  was  carried  out  by  the  Relief  Society 
sisters  as  their  "fund   raising   project." 

We  all  thought  the  bride  looked  charming  in  a  lovely  white  satin 
dress  and  short  veil,  while  the  five  bridesmaids  —  all  sisters  of  the  bride  — 
wore  short  pink  satin  frocks  and  carried  fan-shaped  posies.  Brother  Mike 
Crankshaw  was  the  bestman  and  Brother  Alf  Frost  was  "Master  of  Cere- 
monies." 

During  the  signing  of  the  Register  the  five  Budd  sisters  sang  'As  the 
Dew  from  Heaven."  After  the  reception  was  over  and  while  the  bride  was 
changing  into  her  going-away  outfit,  the  guests  were  treated  to  several 
songs  by  Brother  Alf  and  Sister  June  Frost. 

The  young  couple  then  left  Salisbury  to  spend  a  short  honeymoon  in 
Durban. 

A  large  number  of  Saints  from  Salisbury  attended  the  MIA  Conven- 
tion over  Easter  in  Johannesburg,  and  all  returned  with  renewed  enthu- 
siasm, vigour  and  spiritual  uplifts,  and  everyone  in  the  Branch  has  been 
exhorted  to  attend  MIA  Convention  next  year. 

The  MIA  had  two  very  interesting  evenings  during  April.  The  first 
being  a  talk  given  by  Col.  A.  S.  Hickman  on  the  work  and  organisation  of 
the  "Samaritans",  and  the  second  was  a  cine  film  show  given  by  Brother 
Jack  Stevens  on  the  training  of  Police  horses,  both  of  which  were 
thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all   present. 

Home  Sunday  School,  established  at  Marandellas.  is  being  well  con- 
ducted under  the  guidance  of  Sister  Gwen  Thompson.  The  Branch  has  been 
able  to  visit  once  a  month  up  to  the  present  and  hope  to  be  able  to  con- 
tinue these  visits  in  spite  of  petrol  rationing. 

A  beautiful  Easter  service  was  held  on  Sunday.  April  10.  The  service 
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being  a  combination  of  the  remaining  members  of  the  Junior  and  Senior 
Sunday  Schools,  who  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  special  Easter  Service  pro- 
gramme. 

On  Sunday,  April  17,  Salisbury  Saints  were  glad  to  welcome  Elder 
Gordon  Randall,  who  was  on  his  way  back  from  Zambia  to  the  Mission 
Home.  In  the  evening  a  large  number  of  Saints  gathered  at  the  station  to 
bid  farewell  and  God's  speed  to  Elder  David  Skelton,  who  was  also  on 
transfer  from  Salisbury  to  Germiston.  Members  wish  both  these  missiona- 
ries the  very  best  in  their  future  labours. 

Branch  members  were  happy  to  welcome  to  Salisbury  Elder  Willard 
Parry  and  wish  him  joy,  happiness  and  success  in  his  labours  nerc, 

BULAWAYO 


Reported  by  Laura  W.  Kersey 

~P|UE   to  petrol  rationing,   activi-  by  ballet  lovers  of  the  branch. 

ties  in  the  branch  have   been  We    wish    to    greet    Brother    and 

at  a  standstill  sister    Smith    of   c         Town   who 

Now   that   the   MIA   has   altered  have  become  residents  of  Bulawayo. 

their  timetable  to  Friday  Evenings  .       . 

at  5.30  p.m.,  more  members  are  .  Il  1S  Wlth  dLeeP  loss  to  the  mem- 
able  to  attend  and  it  is  proving  a  be.rs  of  the  branch  that  a  valued 
great  success.  The  Branch  hopes  to  friend  of  the  Church,  Mrs  Maureen 
have  Badminton  and  Vollyball  in  Peake.  died  January  24. 
full  swing.  A  forthcoming  trip  to  Also,  thank  you.  South  Africa 
the  Spanish  Ballet  is  much  awaited  for  the  free  gifts  of  Petrol. 

MOWBRAY 


Building    Fund    Increases 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 

THE  Building  Committee  held  a  fund  raising  party  on  April  1,  at  the 
home  of  the  Frank  Fouries.  There  was  opportunity  for  swimming  and 
various  other  games,  including  a  beetle-drive.  In  addition,  the  brethren  had 
the  chance  to  contribute  to  the  cause  by  having  their  hair  cut  by  our 
"demon-barber",  Brother  Pieter  Bester.  Refreshments  were  served  and  the 
housewives  had  the  opportunity  to  purchase  sweets,  cakes  and  fruit  for 
the  week-end. 

Easter  saw  a  merry  crowd  of  our  MIA  enthusiasts  off  to  the  Golden 
City  to  take  part  in  the  Annual  Convention.  They  have  brought  back  some 
new  ideas  for  this  year's  Mutual  programme,  and  these  are  being  put  into 
operation. 

There  were  special  services  on  Easter  Sunday  at  Rondebosch  Town 
Hall.  It  was  especially  lovely  to  hear  the  little  ones  render  their  songs  and 
give  their  talks.  It  was  felt  that  the  spirit  of  Easter  really  did  give  hope 
and  love  to  all  who  accept  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

The  visitors  this  month  included  Brother  Doller  from  Durban. 

We  were  also  happy  to  see  the  Terblanche  family  who  were  down 
from  Oranjemund  for  Easter. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  and  Sister  Winston  MacKinnon  on  the 
birth  of  a  baby  daughter. 

Those  who  remember  the  Theo  Rayners  congratulate  them  on  the 
birth  of  a  son,  born  in  faraway  California. 

There  is  news  from  the  Peter  van  Rhyns  in  Calgary.  Brother  Peter 
has  recently  been  ordained  a  Seventy  and  has  been  called  to  serve  in  the 
Mision  Presidency.  Congratulations!  It  is  wonderful  to  see  how  well  mem- 
bers of  the  South  African  Mission  do  in  their  new  homes. 

On  Work  Evening  at  Relief  Society,  Sister  Lena  Park  demonstrated 
the  effects  that  can  be  achieved  with  a  few  flowers  and  various  foliage  — 
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never  despise  the  humble  carrot-top  or  sprig  of  parsley,  they  can  be  the 
exotic  lerns  in  a  truly  magnificent  array.  The  sisters  certainly  enjoyed  this 
lesson. 

Deepest  sympathy  goes  to  Mr.  Stanley  Younghusband  and  family  on 
the  death  of  Sister  Kathleen   Younghusband. 

EAST  LONDON 

Welcome    New    Convert 

Reported  by  Naomi  Raubenheimer 
/\N  April  30,  Sister  Jenette  Merle  Linde.  We  wish  to  welcome  Elder 
"  Cotterrell  was  baptised  at  the  Linde.  whose  smiling  cheerful  face 
East  London  Chapel  by  Elder  has  endeared  him  to  all  the  mem- 
Wayne  E.  Owens.  We  want  Sister  bers  already,  and  pray  that  his  |a- 
Cotterrill  to  know  that  we  wel-  bours  in  East  London  may  be  tru it- 
come    her    into    the    Mormon   com-  fill. 

munity     and     pray     our     Heavenly  The     Church     has     entered     two 

Fathers  richest  blessings  upon  her.  teams    in   the   Tab,c  Tennis   ,         c 

On,  April  1  the  Priesthood  or-  Matches  are  being  played  regularly 
gamzed  a  Family  Fun  Night.  'Dag-  cach  week  The  first  t  consist- 
woods  and  parfa.ts  were  served  ing  of  Brother  Willem  van  Heer- 
and  various  films  shown.  The  Rll.  den.  Brother  Fred  Harington  and 
00  raised  was  handed  into  the  Brother  Denis  Raubenheimer,  have 
building  fund.  been  successful  in  all  their  matches 

On    Sunday.    April    3,    a    Branch  to   date    Qur  second    team   consists 

Home     Evening    was    held     at    the  of  Brothers  John  Spear.  Ralph  Cor- 

chapel  when  a  film  was  shown  and  rigan  and   Clive  Puffett 
refreshments  served  afterwards.  The 

specific  purpose  of  this  evening  was  The    Relief     Society    Sisters    are 

to    honour   our   past    Branch    Presi-  happy     to     report    that    they    have 

dent,    Alfred    J.    Corrigan    and    his  now    completed    their    second    quilt 

family.  wim   the   third   practically  ready   to 

On    April    13.   Elder   James   Wal-  go  on  to  the  frame, 

ton    left    East   London    and    he  has  The  sisters  are  working  hard  for 

been    replaced    by    Elder    Allan    E.  their  mid-year  bazaar. 

DURBAN 

Enjoys    MIA    Convention 

Reported  by  Pat  Kunitz 

TERRIFIC"  —  "Fabulous"  —  "The  best  ever",  have  been  the  words 
used  by  young  and  old  to  describe  convention,  and  the  "Stay-at  homes" 
have  been  eager  listeners.  Our  congratulations  go  to  the  Junior  Volleyball 
team  for  winning  their  section,  to  Maureen  de  Wet  for  winning  the  Poster 
Competition,  and  to  Colleen  Braithwaite  for  doing  so  well  in  the  Speech 
Competition.  It  was  also  a  very  memorable  convention,  for  Malcolm  Will- 
son  and  Else  Randall  who  announced  their  engagement  at  the  Ball. 

This  has  been  a  month  of  arrivals  and  departures.  At  the  beginning  of 
April  the  Soane  family  left  fro  a  trip  overseas,  and  colourful  postcards 
have  been  arriving  at  the  Chapel,  keeping  us  informed  of  their  movements. 
They  are  having  a  memorable  holiday!  Before  Elder  Pratt,  the  District 
Leader,  left  for  Pretoria,  he  was  honoured  with  a  Farewell  Social  and 
presentation. 

The  arrivals  have  included  Elder  Evans,  the  new  District  Leader.  Harry 
Jnr..  son  of  Harry  and  Aletta  Dyason  arrived  on  April  6.  and  Jake  and 
Maureen  de  Wet  welcomed  their  baby  daughter  on  April  21. 

Pietermaritzburg  was  a  drawcard  this  month  as  the  Church  sponsored 
a  booth  at  the  Royal  Agricultural  Show,  and  many  of  the  Durban  saints 
visited  it  to  give  moral  support.  The  Church  will  also  be  having  a  stall  at 
the  Durban  Home  Exhibition  in  July. 
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PIETERMARITZBURG 


A 


Celebrates     Anniversary 

Reported    by    Constance    de    Bruin 
PRIL  5  was  a  big  day  for  the       ted  by  members  of  the  branch. 


saints  in  Pietermaritzburg.  It  The  public  was  treated  to  some- 
was  the  second  anniversary  of  the  thing  new  at  the  Royal  Show  this 
opening  of  their  chapel.  year.  Besides  being  held  earlier  than 
What  a  wonderful  two  years  it  usual  and  being  open  until  10.00 
has  been.  So  much  has  happened  p.m..  a  new  stand  made  its  first  ap- 
in  this  beautiful  building:  weddings,  pearance.  "The  Church  of  Jesus 
dances,  dinners,  concerts.  film  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints".  This 
shows,  a  carnival,  a  fete  and  an  attracted  a  lot  of  interest,  and  the 
Easter  Bonnet  Parade.  These  func-  film  shown  about  the  Tabernacle 
tions  have  given  the  Maritzburg  Choir  was  enjoyed  by  many. 
Saints  a  lot  of  pleasure.  So  manv  The  Maritzburg  Saints  who  at- 
memories  to  store  awav.  Memories  tended  the  MIA  Convention  over 
too  of  several  baptisms  that  have  Easter  came  back  with  greater  testi- 
helped  to  swell  the  numbers  in  this  monies  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
branch.  Christ,  and  filled  with  the  wonder- 
There  are  many  other  activities  ful  spirit  that  had  been  present  at 
planned  for  the  future  and  it  looks  all  the  meetings.  The  aim  of  the 
like  the  next  two  years  are  going  to  branch  is  to  have  100%  at  Con- 
be  even  better  than  the  last  vention   in    1967. 

The  MIA  held  a  film  evening  in  There   is   the  promise   of   Winter 

aid     of     the     building    fund.     The  in  the  air  and  the  Maritzburg  saints 

branch    thought    this    was    a    great  are  all  busy  preparing  for  the  cold 

success,     especially     a     film     titled  months    that    lie    ahead.    May    our 

"Where  the   Mormons  Feed",  writ-  Heavenly  Father's    richest  blessings 

ten  by  and  produced  by  Brother  D.  be  upon  all  our  brothers  and  sisters 

Hancock    and    D.   Holden,   and    ac-  during  the  coming  month. 

WELKOM 

Reorganize    Branch    Presidency 

Reported  by  Anne  Robinson 

THE  Welkom  Branch  had  a  special  service  on  April  24.  and  were 
honoured  by  having  President  Snow,  President  Cherritt  and  Presi- 
dent Meyer,  of  the  Mission  Presidency,  and  Elder  Burgener  and  President 
Spear  in  attendance. 

President  Robinson  and  Brothers  H.  Parkin  and  R.  Futter  were  releas- 
ed as  President  and  counsellors  respectively.  We  take  pleasure  in  thanking 
them  for  the  fine  service  they  rendered. 

President  H.  D.  Parkin  is  the  new  Branch  President,  with  Brothers 
G.  Gillbert  and  R.  Futter  as  counsellors.  Our  prayers  are  with  these  breth- 
ren and  their  families  and  may  they  have  great  happiness  in  serving  the 
Lord  in  their  new  capacities. 

This  month  three  families  are  leaving  the  Welkom  Branch:  Bro.  and 
Sis.  van  Zyl  and  family  are  moving  to  Rustenberg.  and  we  wish  them  every 
success  in  their  r,ew  venture.  We  will  miss  them  very  much.  Bro.  Sis. 
Human  and  family  have  decided  to  return  to  East  London  and  we  hope 
they  will  be  happy  amongst  their  old  friends.  Bro.  and  Sis.  Robinson  and 
family  too  are  moving  to  Durban  for  good. 

Elder  Nye  has  also  departed  for  East  London  and  we  wish  him  the 
very  best.  Welcome  to  Elder  Wittwer  and  we  do  hope  that  he  wont  be  home- 
sick too  long,  and  enjoy  working  among  the  Welokm  Saints. 

The  Special  Share  the  Gospel  Programme  was  held  in  the  afternoon 
and  thoughts  were  expressed  concerning  the  Book  of  Mormon,  after  which 
a  conducted  tour  of  the  Chapel  was  held. 
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The  Primary  Graduation  Ceremony  was  held  on  April  17,  when  Col- 
leen Parkin  and  Mairc  Robinson  graduated  from  Primary  into  Mutual  and 
we  are  sure  that  the  Mutual  is  very  proud  to  have  two  such  fine  young 
ladies  in  this  auxiliary. 

Welcome  back  to  Bro.  Sis.  Ncl  and  family  who  are  looking  very  well 
after  an  extended  leave  at  the  coast  and  at  home. 


BLOEMFONTEIN 

Has    Visitors    from    Canada 

Reported   by   Lida   van  der  Leek 

npHIS   month    there   was   quite    a  Carletonville  that  they   are  gaining 

-*•    lot  of  activity  in  the  branch.  a  pair  of  fine  people. 

Brother     and     Sister     Lye,     with  The   branch   is   all   excited   about 

their    four   children    are   visiting    us  their    project,    that    is,    the    refresh- 

for  four  months.  The  Lye's  are  from  ment  stall  at  the  local  agricultural 

Canada.  show.  We  sincerely  hope  that  it  will 

Sister  Grace  Fripp  has  left  to  go  be  a  success. 

on   a   mission.   The    branch    wishes  The  MIA  here  has  changed  again, 

her  everything  of  the  best  while  she  and  Brother  and  Sister  Driskel  are 

is   away  from  home.  now    in    charge.    They    started    off 

Brother  and  Sister  Krawse  have  their  term  of  office  by  having  a 
been  transferred  to  Carletonville.  variety  show.  It  was  a  great  sue- 
As  it  is  said,  'one's  loss  is  the  cess,  and  the  branch  wishes  them 
other's    gain,'    and    we    can    assure  the  best  of  luck  in  their  new  office. 

KRUGERSDORP 

Awaits    New    MIA    Year 

Reported  by  Shiela  Bibb 

THE  MIA  Convention  is  once  again  behind  us  and  a  new  MIA  year 
lies  ahead.  We  are  all  determined  to  make  this  the  best  year  ever. 
Due  to  the  impending  move  of  our  MIA  President,  Alamein  Butt,  Julius 
Swanepoel  has  been  asked  to  take  over  this  position. 

Judy  Powrie  celebrated  her  21st  birthday  on  April  17  with  a  party 
held  at  the  Ensign  Chapel  on  Saturday,  April  16.  Friends  came  from  all 
over  the  Transvaal  to  join  in  the  festivities. 

The  funeral  of  Sister  Hermina  van  der  Merwe  was  held  at  the  Krugers- 
dorp  Chapel  on  April  20.  Though  in  recent  years  Sister  van  der  Merwe 
has  been  residing  in  the  Spring  area,  we  have  always  considered  her  a 
member  of  Krugersdorp  branch. 

There  have  been  a  lot  of  our  members  on  the  sick  list  this  month. 
Sister  Kilian,  the  de  Jongh  family,  the  Foster  family  and  Sister  Kumst.  We 
pray  for  their  speedy  recovery. 

Those  who  arrived  at  the  Chapel  on  Friday,  April  29,  prepared  for  a 
chapel  clean  up  and  volleyball  practice,  were  surprised  to  find  that  there 
was  also  a  party  on  the  programme  for  that  evening.  We  congratulate 
Sister  Noeline  Kilian  who  celebrated  her  15th  birthday  that  night.  We 
also  extend  birthday  wishes  to  Brother  Harry  Greer  and  Brother  Danny 
Patterson  whose  birthdays  were  on  April  30. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  Lord  for  the  protection  extended  to  Brother 
Harry  Greer  during  a  mining  accident  on  April  28. 
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VEREENIGING 


Enjoys    Genealogy    Films 


Reported  by 

/CONGRATULATIONS  go  to 
^  Brother  and  Sister  Wilson  on 
the  birth  of  their  new  baby 
daughter. 

Our  baptism  for  this  month  was 
Vanessa  Wilson  who  turned  eight. 
The  branch  welcomes  her  as  a 
fully-fledged   member. 

Brother  and  Sister  Nel  paid  us  a 
visit  on  Tuesday,  April  26,  and 
showed  us  two  Genealogical  Films 
which  everyone  enjoyed.  Sister  Nel 


Elaine  Sheasby 

spoke  on  choosing  a  life  partner, 
and  the  importance  of  choosing 
correctly,  which  gave  the  youth 
much   food  for  thought. 

The  Vereeniging  Saints  deeply 
regret  the  death  of  Sister  Joan 
Sawyer.  She  will  always  be  remem- 
bered for  her  unstinting  service  to 
the  MIA.  We  also  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  extending  our  deepest 
sympathy  to  her  children,  family 
and  friends. 


RAMAH  I 

First    Baby    Under    Covenant 

Reported  by  Olive  H.  Dewsnup 

fT^HE  first  baby  born  'under  the  Covenant'  for  Ramah  Branch  was  to 
-*-  Alma  and  Bessie  Donly.  A  daughter  born  (most  appropriately)  on 
Sunday  morning.  Both  are  doing  well.  Alma  and  Bessie,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered were  married  last  May  in  the  London  Temple. 

The  big  event  of  the  year  for  the  Mission  MIA.  of  course,  was  the 
youth  Convention,  held  at  Easter  at  which  it  was  very  thrilling  to  meet 
saints  from  all  over  the  South  African  Mission. 

Our  Branch  MIA  held  a  square  dancing  session  during  the  month 
which  was  the  usual  enjoyable  occasion. 

Primrose  Branch  had  the  loan  of  our  and  Ramah  Second's  recreation 
hall  for  a  film  evening  on,  April  29,  which  proved  most  enjoyable  and.  we 
trust,  profitable  because  it  was  in  aid  of  their  Christmas  tree  and  child- 
ren's party. 


KLERKSDORP 


Welcomes    New    Members 


Reported  by 
A  LL  has  been  quiet  and  few  in 
■"■  numbers  this  month  due  main- 
ly to  three  families  being  on  leave. 
It  is  good  to  see  the  Fouries. 
Palmers  and  Schultz's  back  looking 
so  healthy  and  renewed  with  extra 
energy. 

The  members  who  attended  con- 
vention thoroughly  enjoyed  them- 
selves and  are  looking  forward  for 
next  year. 

The  branch  wishes  to  welcome 
Mary  Zotter  and  son  Chris,  and 
the  Cruse  family  who  were  bap- 
tized recently  into  the  church  and 
pray  that  they  will  have  peace  and 
happiness      in      the      Gospel.      The 


Joan  Wilson 

branch  also  congratulates  Joe  Baise 
and  Gavin  Schultz  on  being  made 
deacons. 

May  1,  the  branch  had  a  lovely 
surprise  —  President  and  Sister 
Snow  were  in  attendance  at  Sun- 
day School  and  testimony  meeting 
and  we  pray  that  they  enjoyed  their 
short  stay  in   Klerskdorp. 

The  branch  bade  farewell  to 
Elder  Perry  who  has  moved  on  to 
another  area  much  to  our  regret, 
but  welcome  Elder  Stutznegger  and 
hope  he  enjoys  his  labours  in  the 
Klerksdorp  area  and  reaps  his 
rewards. 
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PRETORIA 


Priesthood     I  I  olds     Braai 


Reported  by  Catharina  J.  du  Preez 

r|MIR  Melchezedek  Priesthood  had  a  bring-and-braai  party  at  the  Foun- 
-*-  tains  on  April  16.  inviting  the  local  missionaries  out  to  join  them. 
They  enjoyed  a  game  of  base-ball  while  the  sisters  watched.  Then  the 
Braai  was  enjoyed,  ending  up  with  all  present  bearing  their  testimonies. 
The  branch  had  a  talent  show  on  April  29.  Everyone  there  had  aches  from 
all  the  laughter,  and  we  appreciated  the  talent  that  came  forth  during  the 
evening.  It  will  long  be  remembered. 

A  fine  Testimonial  service  was  held  in  honour  of  Elder  Niel  Fourie 
on  April  17.  who  left  to  serve  as  a  missionary  in  England.  He  had  a  fine 
send  off  from  the  members  and  we  ask  the  Lords  choicest  blessings  on  him 
in  this  great  and  wonderful  calling.  We  miss  his  cheery  smile,  but  are 
happy  to  know  he  is  in  service  of  Our  Heavenly  Father. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  our  Primary  evening  on  May  1.  We  as 
parents  should  appreciate  the  time  sacrificed  by  these  sisters  to  teach  our 
children  more  of  the  wonderful  Gospel. 


SPRINGS 


Holds     Pancake     Flip 


Reported  by 
rpHE  past  month  really  started 
-*-  off  with  great  enthusiasm  as 
saints  from  Springs  gathered  at 
Ramah  to  attend  the  1%6  MIA 
Convention,  which  was  uplifting  in 
every  way  —  physically,  mentally 
and  spiritually!  Congratulations  to 
the  Springs  boys  Senior  volleyball 
team  who  managed  to  win  the 
floating  trophy  after  a  lot  of  hard 
work  and  perspiration.  Our  thanks 
also  to  Sister  Cora  Jubber  for  her 
fine  effort  in  the  Speech  Competi- 
tion. 

Brother  Raymond  Phillips  is 
back  at  work  again  after  havin.s 
undergone  a  minor  operation  and 
we  are  pleased  that  all  is  well  with 
him      again.      We      also      welcome 


Valerie  Keuning 

Brother  Rodney  Rowe  among  us 
again    after   his   operation. 

The  Adult  Class  in  Sunday 
School  held  a  pancake  flip  at  the 
home  of  Sister  Margaret  Dalldorf 
on  Friday  April  22.  President  Hugo 
was  heard  to  remark  later  that  "he 
didn't  want  to  see  a  pancake  for 
a  whole  week!"'  The  following 
evening  —  Saturday  23rd,  the 
Young  Marrieds  and  Mutual  Study 
Group  got  together  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Fred  MacKay 
for   a    slide    evening. 

Work  is  still  going  on  on  our 
building  and  slowly  but  surely  it  is 
getting  completed  —  with  thanks  to 
the  brethren  who  are  undertaking 
this. 


EAST  RAND 


MIA    Increases 


Reported  by  Lucy  Carr 
OROTHER    F.    B.    Carr.    President  of   the    MIA    reports    that    the    East 
■U    Rand  women's  team  won  the  volleyball  cup  at  the  MIA  Convention. 
He  also  reports  that  more  members  are  attending  MIA  meetings. 

The  Relief  Society  held  an  omelette  night  recently.  Cheese,  as  well  as 
chicken  and  mushroom  omelettes  were  enjoyed  by  all  those  who  attended. 

It  is  with  real  sense  of  loss  that  the  passing  away  of  Andre  Fritz  is  re- 
ported. Andre  died  as  the  result  of  a  serious  electrical  shock  inflicted  while 
retrieving  a  ball  from  the  roof  of  his  parental  home. 
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INTRODUCING 

THORPE 
BEAL 

ISAACSON 

Counsellor  in  the  First  Presidency 

I  BEAR  my  testimony  and  thank  God  my  Father  for  life.  I  bear  testi- 
mony to  you  that  I  love  the  Lord.  He  has  been  so  good  to  me  that 
I  owe  him  everything.  I  know  that  God  lives,  that  he  hears  my  prayers  and 
your  prayers.  I  couldn't  get  along  a  day  if  I  could  not  go  to  him.  One  of 
the  most  peaceful  experiences  in  my  life  is  when  I  can  find  a  spot  alone. 
I  endorse  that  to  you.  It  will  give  you  strength,  peace,  comfort,  inspira- 
tion, and  greater  faith. 

"I  bear  testimony  to  you  that  I  know  Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  of 
God,  as  I  know  President  David  O.  McKay  is  a  prophet  of  God.  There 
isn't  a  day  that  I  do  not  pray  for  President  McKay  —  a  number  of  times, 
and  for  every  one  of  these  General  Authorities,  with  no  exception.  I  regard 
them  as  prophets  of  God  and  servants  of  the  Lord." 

These  are  the  words  that  President  Thorpe  B.  Isaacson  uttered  on  the 
day  that  he  was  appointed  to  the  high  position  of  Assistant  to  the  Council 
of  Twelve  Apostles  in  the  October  General  Conference  of  1961. 

Since  that  time,  this  humble  servant  of  the  Lord  has  aspired  to  the 
position  he  now  holds  in  the  First  Presidency  of  The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  Before  President  Isaacson  was  appointed  to  be 
an  Assistant  to  the  Council  of  Twelve  Apostles,  he  was  a  counselor  in  the 
Presiding  Bishopric  of  the  Church  for  fifteen,  years. 

President  Isaacson  was  born  in  Ephraim,  Utah,  September  6.  1898,  to 
Martin  and  Mary  Beal  Isaacson.  He  attended  Snow  Academy  in  Ephraim. 
Brigham  Young  University,  Provo,  and  Utah  State  University.  Logan,  all 
in  Utah;  and  the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley.  On  June  16,  1920. 
he  married  Lulu  Maughon  Jones  of  Wellsville.  Utah,  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Temple.  They  are  the  parents  of  a  son  and  a  daughter. 

During  school  days  President  Isaacson  was  prominent  in  athletics, 
being  all-state  basketball  guard  in  1917.  He  later  served  16  years  as  athletic 
coach,  teacher,  principal,  and  superintendent  in  various  school  districts  in 
Idaho.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Utah  State  University  Board  of  Trustees 
for  twelve  years  and  was  elected  seven  consecutive  terms  as  president  of 
the  Board.  On  June  2,  1956,  he  was  honoured  with  a  Doctor  of  Laws 
degree  from  the  institution.  From  1955  to  1959  he  was  a  member  of  the 
University  of  Utah  Board  of  Regents. 

In  the  business  world,  President  Thorpe  B.  Isaacson  was  a  leader  in 
the  life  insurance  business  in  the  West  and  at  one  time  was  elected  as  his 
company's  "most  valuable  representative  among  all  of  the  agents  in  Ameri- 
ca." During  these  days  he  also  served  energetically  as  second  counsellor  in 
Yale  Ward  bishopric  until  chosen,  December  14,  1946.  by  President  Bishop 
LeGrand  Richards  to  be  his  second  counsellor  in  the  Presiding  Bishopric. 
He  was  ordained  a  bishop  on,  that  day,  and  six  years  later.  April  6.  1952. 
he  was  set  apart  as  first  counsellor  to  Bishop  Joseph  L.  Wirthlin.  which 
position  he  held  until  September  30,  1961,  when  he  was  chosen  an  assistant 
to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve.  President  Isaacson  held  the  office  of  Assistant 
to  the  Council  of  Twelve  Apostles  for  four  years,  and  was  called  into  the 
First  Presidency  in  November  of  1965. 
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MISSIONARY    ACTIVITIES 


TRANSFERS 

ELDER     ANTHONY     A.     STORROR,     transferred     from     \  andcrbnl     Park     to     Ouccn<io»n 

May    17,    1966. 
ELDER    TED    ".I"    AL.NOP,    transferred    from    Bcnoni    to    Krugcrsdorp.    May    26.     [966 
ELDER    DAVID    B.    OLIVER,    transferred    from    Pictcrmarit/hurg    to    Bcnoni.    May    26     1466. 
ELDER    MONTY    J.    EGGETT.    transferred    from    Pretoria    to    Brakpan.    May    26.     1466. 
ELDER    PAUL   D.    VAN    UITERT,   transferred    from   Oucenstown   to   Port    Elizabeth     May   26 

ll>66. 
ELDER    JAMES    A.    WIGHT,    transferred    from    Port    Elizabeth    to    Pielermarit/hurg     May    26 

1466. 
ELDER    DANIEL    M.    JONES,    transferred    from    Bulawayo    to   Cape    Town     May    3     1466 
ELDER    STEPHEN   E.    PRICE,   transferred   from  Clarcmont.  Cape  to   Bellville.  Cape.   May   3. 

ELDER    STEPHEN    L.    CALL,    transferred    from    Durban    to    Vanderbijl    Park.    May    30.    1966. 

ARRIVALS 

ELDER  GORDON  F.  CARTER,  arrived  May  25.  1466.  from  Morgan  Utah 
ELDER  GARY  J.  LARSON,  arrived  Mav  25,  1466.  from  Las  Vegas  Nevada 
ELDER    THOMAS    M.    LEWIS,    arrived    May    25.    1466.    from    Salt    Lake   City.    I'tah 

RELEASES 

ELDER    WILLIAM   GENE    BELL,    released    April    26.    1466.    Elder    Bell    is   from   Sweet    Home 

Oregon.    U.S.A. 
ELDER    ROGER    BRUCE    MOORE,    released    April    26.     1466.    Elder    Moore    is    from    Prove. 

I'tah.    U.S.A. 
ELDER    KENNETH    D.    TRAVELLER,    released    April    26.     1466.     Elder    Traveller    is    from 

Richmond,   Utah.  U.S.A. 


Left  for   Home 


SISTER  MELANEY  PETERSON,  left  tor 
home  on  June  4,  1466.  Sister  Peterson  is 
from  Springs.  Transvaal.  She  laboured  in 
Pretoria,  Parktown  North,  Johannesburg. 
Krugersdorp     and     Cape     Town. 


WHY   MARRY  WITHIN   THE  CHURCH?        (Continued   from   page    146) 

There  are.  of  course,  many  good,  sincere,  devoted  people  in  the  other 
churches.  Our  objection  to  marrying  them  stems,  not  from  any  "holier- 
than-thou"  feeling,  but  from  a  desire  that  both  parties  avoid  the  unhappi- 
ness  which  experience  shows  is  almost  inevitable.  We  would  advise  any 
Catholic,  Protestant,  or  Jew  not  to  marry  a  Latter-day  Saint  and  for  the 
same  reasons.  Marriage  is,  to  Latter-day  Saints,  not  only  the  most  serious 
and  important  of  life's  adventures,  but  it  is.  when  properly  solemnized, 
the  gateway  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Furthermore,  it  is  prerequisite 
to  admittance  to  the  highest  degree  of  the  celestial  kingdom.  Be  satisfied 
with  nothing  less  than  celestial  marriage. 

MISSION    NEWS        (Continued    from    page    153) 

in  the  military  and  spent  a  year  at  Brigham  Young  University  before 
coming  to  South  Africa.  He  is  interested  in  sports  and  music,  and  upon 
returning  home  he  will  continue  his  studies  in  business  and  accounting. 
He  has  served  in  Durban.  Bloemfontein.  Welkom.  Cape  Town  and  in  the 
Mission  Home  as  Mission  Secretary. 

As  Zone  Leader  Elder  Burgener  will  work  with  all  the  missionaries 
in  the  Transvaal,  help  them  organize  their  areas  of  labour,  help  inaugurate 
new  programmes,  and  take  counsel  and  instruction  to  them  from  the 
mission  leaders. 
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THE   TEMPTATION 


There   iras   a  time 

When  Light  met  Darkness  in  the  barren  wastes. 

Light,  half  in  awe  of  power  new  bestowed, 

Was  shadowed   by  a  stealthy  hidden  evil 

That  strove  to  bind  the  soaring  pinions  down. 

For  many  days 

The  Christ  had  eaten  nothing,  too  enthralled 

In  high  communion  with  God  His  Father; 

But  testing  time  had  come,  and  Satan  tried 

Through   hunger  of  the  body  now  to  prove 

The   Lord   unworthy   of  His  power  supreme. 

A   little  miracle,  to  turn  a  stone  to  bread, 

But  proof  of  power  still  untried,  and,  too, 

Something  to   break  the  long  and  arduous  fast. 

Strong  was  the  dark  temptation,  but  still  stronger 

The   pure   obedience   of   God's  firstborn   Son  : 

"I  know  man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone, 

But  by  each  word  that  cometh  from  the  Father." 

Sntnn  recoiled,  hut  racked  his  devious   brain 

Still   more  to  find  a  pitfall  deep  enough  ; 

He  placed  the  Lord 

Upon  a  dizzy  summit  of  the  Temple, 

From  where  He  saiv  the  thronging  croivds  below 

Blind  in  their  ignorance,  tradition-steeped; 

He  could  have  stepped  into  the  depth  of  air 

And  angels  would  have  formed  a  floor  for  Him 

While  men   knelt,  staggered  by  the  miracle. 

A   fitting  introduction  for  the  One 

Expected  through  the  centuries,  and  then 

None  could  deny  His  claim  to  be  Messiah. 

But  power  for  such  wonders  is  not  given 

To  force  men's  faith,  deprive  them  of  the  right 

To  choose  if  they  will  seek  the  truth,  or  no. 

An  ancient  scripture   flamed  into  His  mind, 

"Thou  shalt  not  dare  to  tempt  the  Lord  thy  God." 

Satan  was  silent  in  the  grip  of  hate  : 

Here  wax  ih»  due  trim,  by  a  qcuth'r   nn*"er. 

Could  wreck  the  bands  he  forged  round  mortal  men. 

One  last  attempt, 

And  in  the  merest  twinkling  of  an  eye 

The   two  stood   on  a   lofty   mountain   peak; 

On  every  side  were  spread  proud  empires,  rich 

And  learned,  in  the  highest  spheres  of  art; 

Here  there  were  minds  who  sought  the  ultimate 

And  dreamed  strange  dreams  about  the  inner  things. 

If  He  were  ruler  over  all  He  saw), 

The  people  rvould  accept  what  He  would  say; 

There  would  not  be  the  scorn,  the  disbelief, 

The  minds  that  closed  because  they  knew  Him  well — 

There   would  not  be   the   cross,  the  agony. 

Brit  —  "If  thou  wilt  fall  down,  and  worship  me." 

Great  anger  flashed   from   Jesus'   noble   eyes  : 

"0  Satan,  get  thee  hence  !   There  shall  be  none 

To  worship  or  to  serve,  save   God  alone." 

The  victory  ivas  won;  His  strength  was  spent. 

But  angels  singing,  rapturous  with  joy. 

Came  to  adore  and  minister  to  Him. 

Jean  Neicbold 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  MISSION 


Chapels     and     1 1  leeting    LPL 


Lape 

MOWBRAY    BRANCH 

Rondebosch  Town  Hall 

(Temporarily) 

opposite  Rondebosch  Station. 

Cape  Town. 

Phone  6-4459. 
BELLVILLE   BRANCH 

Masonic  Hall,  Talent   Street, 

Parow. 
EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Chapel,    Belgravia    Cresent, 

East  London. 
PORT  ELIZABETH   BRANCH 

Chapel,   40   Prospect   Road, 

Walmer,    Port    Elizabeth. 
KIMBERLEY    BRANCH 

No  1   Stravros  Chambers 

1    Permanent  Way. 

Kimberley. 

Tlatal 

DURBAN    BRANCH 

Chapel,    144  Silverton  Road, 
Durban. 
PIETERMARITZBURG   BRANCH 
Chapel,  321  Alexander  Road, 
Pietermaritzburg. 

Ky range    CTree    State 

BLOEMFONTEIN   BRANCH 

Chapel,  end  of  Voortrekker  Road, 
Bloemfontein. 
Phone   8-0702. 
WELKOM   BRANCH 

Chapel,  Cor.  Othello  Road  & 
Peter  Cresent,  St  Helena. 

cJransvaal 

CARLETONVILLE   BRANCH 

Chapel,  No.  2  Bluebell  St. 
Carletonville. 
EAST   RAND  BRANCH 

Bountiful  Chapel,   115  Woburn 
Ave.  Opp.  Town  Hall,  Benoni. 
Phone  54-8651. 


aces 


KLERKSDORP   BRANCH 

Chapel,   No.    6   Sport  Street, 

Flam  wood,  Klerksdorp. 
KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Ensign  Chapel, 

62   Paul   Kruger  Drive, 

Monument    Township, 

Krugersdorp. 

Phone  664-4164. 
PRETORIA    BRANCH 

Deseret  Chapel,   110  Devenish 

Street,    Sunnyside,    Pretoria. 

Phone  4-6932. 
PRIMROSE   BRANCH 

Masonic  Hall,  Meyer  Street, 

Germiston. 
RAM  AH  FIRST  &  SECOND 
BRANCHES 

Ramah  Chapel,  1   Hunter  Street, 

Highlands,  Johannesburg. 

Phone   24-2525   or   24-3669. 
SPRINGS   BRANCH 

Chapel,  23  Eleventh  Street, 

Springs. 

Phone  56-7191. 
VEREENIGING    BRANCH 

Chapel,  42   Grey   Avenue, 

Vereeniging. 

Phone  642-1390. 

[Rhodesia 

BULAWAYO    BRANCH 

Chapel,   Matopas    Road, 

Bulawayo. 
SALISBURY   BRANCH 

Chapel,  27A  Enterprise  Road, 

Highlands,    Salisbury. 
GWELO   BRANCH 

6   Gordon  Cresent,  Athlone. 

Gwelo. 

chamoia 

COPPERBELT   BRANCH 
Chapel,  Westminister  Drive, 
Kitwe,  Zambia. 

LUSAKA    BRANCH 

18  Independence  Avenue, 
Lusaka,  Zambia, 
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